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Latin america has been hit harder by covid-19 
than most other regions. Beyond the terrible death 
toll, the pandemic threatens to undo the substan-
tial progress that had been made in recent years in 
reducing poverty and inequality. The leaders of the 
region’s two biggest countries have taken similarly 
erratic, even dismissive, approaches to handling the 
emergency, yet the results have diverged. Meanwhile, 
populism is popping up in different guises in other 
places. Current History’s February issue will cover 
these and other developments across the region. 
Topics scheduled to appear include:

• Brazil and Mexico’s Contrasting Pandemic 
Responses
Nora Lustig and Mart Trasberg, Tulane University

• A New Constitutional Moment for Chile
Jennifer Piscopo, Occidental College 
Peter Siavelis, Wake Forest University

• Law and Order Populism in El Salvador
Sonja Wolf, Centro de Investigación y Docencia 
Económicas, Mexico City

• Rising Stakes in Guyana’s Ethnic Politics
Alissa Trotz, University of Toronto 
Arif Bulkan, University of the West Indies

• Bolivia’s Overlapping Crises
Bret Gustafson, Washington University

• Revolutionary Legacies in Mexico
Claudio Lomnitz, Columbia University

• China’s Latin American Long Game
Matt Ferchen, Mercator Institute for China Studies

coming in February
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